[Mid-term results of silver-coated Dacron graft implantation in aortic and lower extremity revascularization].
Prosthetic graft infection or the need for reconstructive arterial surgery in septic condition is a challenging situation in vascular surgery. Recent introduction of silver coated polyester graft has meant a new therapeutic option in selecting the type of graft for revascularization. In this study we analyzed the short and midterm outcome of using silver coated grafts in aortic and lower extremity arterial reconstructions (mortality, graft occlusion, graft infection, amputation). In a single center retrospective study we implanted 42 silver coated Dacron grafts (InterGard Silver Dacron prosthesis). The indication of silver graft implantation was graft infection in 17, aorto-duodenal fistula in 7, septic condition caused by gangrene in 16 cases and in 2 cases infection was not established. Forty silver grafts were implanted in 40 patients with diagnosed infection. The mean age was 62 years (35-81 years), 70% were men. Long term follow-up data were available in 29 patients; the mean follow-up time was 36.76 months. Early (within 30 days of surgery) death occurred in 3 and late death in 11 cases (8 and 38%). Early graft occlusion was noticed in 8 and late occlusion in 2 cases (20 and 7%). Reinfection was diagnosed in 7% of the cases in the early and the midterm period as well. Eight amputations were indicated in the early postoperative period (5 major and 3 minor) and 28% of the patients required major amputation during the follow-up. Silver coated Dacron graft means a valuable therapeutic option with good rate of infection control in the treatment of graft infection and septic condition in the lack of autologous graft material in this high risk population.